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not move properly as it was dragged to the boundary,
since that is regarded as a sign that the goddess is angry
and needs to be appeased.
Ellore. The number of victims slaughtered at some
of these festivals is enormous. At Ellore, which is a
town of considerable size and importance, I was told
that at the annual festival of Mahalakshml about a
a thousand animals are killed in one day, rich people
sending as many as twenty or thirty. The blood then
flows down into the fields behind the place of sacrifice
in a regular flood, and carts full of sand are brought to
cover up what remains on the spot The heads are
piled up in a heap about fifteen feet high in front of the
shrine, and a large earthen basin about one-and-a-half
feet in diameter is then filled with gingelly oil and put on
the top of the heap, a thick cotton wick being placed in
the basin and lighted. The animals are all worshipped
with the usual namask&ram, i.e. folded hands raised to
the forehead, before they are killed. This slaughter of
victims goes on all day.
At midnight about twenty or twenty-five buffaloes
are sacrificed. Their heads are cut off by a Midiga
pujari and with their carcasses are thrown upon large
heaps of rice which have been presented to the goddess,
till the rice is soaked with blood.
The subsequent ceremonies illustrate again the
varieties of local custom. The rice is collected in about
ten or fifteen large baskets, and, instead of being carried
by a Madiga, is carried on a large cart drawn by buffaloes
or bullocks, with the Madiga pujari seated on it. As
the cart moves along, Madigas sprinkle the rice on the
streets and on the walls of the houses shouting *' Polil
Poli!" (" Food! Food! "). A large body of men of
different castes, Sudras, Kornmas, andOutcastes, go with
the procession: but only the Madigas and Malas (the two
sections of the Outcastes) shout "Poli," the rest follow-
ing in silence. They have only two or three torches to
sfcow them the way, and no tom-toms nor music.
Apparently the idea, is that, if they make a noise or
display a blaze of light, they will attract the evil spirits,